
6th Grade 2nd 9 Weeks Unit Brainstorm 

 
Concepts from Curriculum Guide 

Government, Rights, Responsibilities, Citizenship, Political Thought, Cultural Expression, Religion 

 

Generalizations (What I Want My Students to Know) 

1. Governmental structure is often determined by the values and beliefs of a society. 

2. The role of government may be altered in response to social and economic conditions. 

3. Citizens have certain roles and responsibilities in a society 

4. The values and beliefs of a civilization, society or region can be expressed through art, dance, 

music, literature and architecture. 

 

Content Standards: Possible “I Can” Statements 

6.H.2.1 Explain how invasions, conquests, 

and migrations affected various 

civilizations, societies and regions (e.g., 

Mongol invasion, The Crusades, the 

Peopling of the Americas and Alexander the 

Great).  

● I can tell the impacts of colonization on the 

development of Greece.  

● I can tell how the Roman Republic became 

an Empire and describe its structure.  

● I can tell the factors that led to the fall of the 

Roman Empire.  

6.H.2.2 Compare historical and 

contemporary events and issues to 

understand continuity and change. 

● I can compare Ancient Greece to our culture 

today.  

6.H.2.3 Explain how innovation and/or 

technology transformed civilizations, 

societies and regions over time (e.g., 

agricultural technology, weaponry, 

transportation and communication). 

● I can tell ways the Ancient Greeks used 

environmental conditions to transform their 

society.  

6.H.2.4 Explain the role that key historical 

figures and cultural groups had in 

transforming society (e.g., Mansa Musa, 

Confucius, Charlemagne and Qin Shi 

Huangdi). 

● I can tell ways Alexander the Great 

transformed society.  

6.G.1.1 Explain how the physical features 

and human characteristics of a place 

influenced the development of civilizations, 

societies and regions (e.g., location near 

rivers and natural barriers, trading 

practices and spread of culture).  

● I can tell the advantages and disadvantages 

of the  major physical features of Greece.  

● I can tell ways the physical and human 

characteristics of Ancient Rome influenced 

its development.  

6.G.1.2 Explain the factors that influenced 

the movement of people, goods, and ideas 

and the effects of that movement on 

societies and regions over time (e.g., 

scarcity of resources, conquests, desire for 

● I can tell what led Greece to conquer 

neighboring lands. 



wealth, disease and trade).  

6.E.1.1 Explain how conflict, compromise, 

and negotiation over the availability of 

resources (natural, human and capital) 

impacted the economic development of 

various civilizations, societies and regions 

(e.g., competition for scarce resources, 

unequal distribution of wealth and the 

emergence of powerful trading networks).  

● I can tell ways increased availability of 

resources impacted the economic 

development of Rome.  

6.E.1.2 Explain how quality of life is 

impacted by economic choices of 

civilizations, societies and regions. 

● I can tell ways increased trade affected the 

quality of life for Romans.  

6.C&G.1.1 Explain the origins and 

structures of various governmental systems 

(e.g., democracy, absolute monarchy and 

constitutional monarchy).  

● I can determine the pros and cons of a direct 

democracy and representative democracy.  

● I can tell why the Greece government evolved 

from a monarchy to a democracy.  

● I can tell the origin of how the city of Rome 

and its early form of government was 

established.  

6.C&G.1.2 Summarize the ideas that shaped 

political thought in various civilizations, 

societies and regions (e.g., divine right, 

equality, liberty, citizen participation and 

integration of religious principles). 

● I can summarize the structure of the Roman 

Republic.  

6.C&G.1.3 Compare the requirements for 

(e.g., age, gender and status) and 

responsibilities of (e.g., paying taxes and 

military service) citizenship under various 

governments. 

● I can explain the characteristics and ideas of 

the Athenian Democracy.  

● I can contrast the rights and responsibilities 

of citizens in the city-states of Athens and 

Sparta. 

● I can compare and contrast the rights and 

responsibilities of the Roman Republic 

citizens.  

6.C&G.1.4 Compare the role (e.g., maintain 

order and enforce societal values and 

beliefs) and evolution of laws and legal 

systems (e.g., need for and changing nature 

of codified system of laws and punishment) 

in various civilizations, societies and 

regions.  

● I can compare and contrast the Law of the 12 

Tables in Rome to the Code of Hammurabi 

and the 10 Commandments.  

6.C.1.1 Analyze how cultural expressions 

reflected the values of civilizations, societies 

and regions (e.g., oral traditions, art, dance, 

music, literature, and architecture). 

● I can identify the features of Greek and 

Roman architecture and their impact on the 

Western world.  



● I can identify the ways Greek art, literature 

and culture reflected their society.  

● I can tell how the cultural achievements of 

the Ancient Greeks reflected their beliefs and 

culture.  

● I can provide characteristics and examples of 

Roman architecture.  

● I can tell the most popular forms of Roman 

entertainment.  

● I can compare the Roman gods and 

goddesses to those worshipped by the 

Greeks.  

6.C.1.2 Explain how religion transformed 

various societies. 

● I can explain the difference between 

monotheism and polytheism.  

● I can tell how the rise of Christianity 

impacted the Roman Empire.  

6.C.1.3 Summarize systems of social 

structure within various civilizations and 

societies over time (e.g., Roman class 

structure, Indian caste system and feudal, 

matrilineal and patrilineal societies). 

● I can explain the structure of the Roman 

classes.  

 

Topics I Will Need to Teach to Help Students Understand the Generalizations (list 

specific topics you will teach) 

Continue River Civilizations (Egypt, China, 

Japan) (suggested pace 15 days) 

Ancient Greece (suggested pace 25 days) 

 

Begin Ancient Rome (suggested pace 5 days) 

 

 

Vocabulary My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

Standards Based   Content Specific  

architecture 

beliefs and values 

citizenship 

continuity 

conquest 

economy 

government 

invasion 

legal system 

responsibility 

rights 

roles 

social structure 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Facts My Students Need to Know to Understand the Generalizations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills My Students Need to Be Able to Apply 

6.H.1.1 Construct charts, graphs, and historical 

narratives to explain particular events or issues 

over time.  

● I can create a timeline of achievements 

and contributions of the Greeks and 

Romans.  

6.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of 

historical documents in order to establish context.  

● I can understand Hammurabi’s Code 

and determine its historical context.  

6.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to 

interpret various historical perspectives.  

● I can explain the difference between 

monotheism and polytheism. 

 

6.G.2.1 Use maps, charts, graphs, geographic data 

and available technology tools to draw conclusions 

about the emergence, expansion and decline of 

civilizations, societies and regions. 

● I can map Alexander the Great’s 

conquests and draw conclusions about 

his role in the spread of Greek culture.  

6.G.2.2 Construct maps, charts and graphs to 

explain data about geographic phenomena (e.g., 

migration patterns and population, resource 

distribution patterns).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resources I will Use to Help Students Learn (insert links wherever possible) 

● NCDPI SS Wiki 

● Online textbook and resources http://nsms6thgradesocialstudies.weebly.com/ 

● World History For Us All 

● Formerly History for Kids http://quatr.us/ 

● British Museum Website http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/menu.html  

● Annenberg Learner Website  

● Mr. Dowling website 

● http://www.socratica.com/ - quick video clips to spark interest 

● Interactive Timeline 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/ 

● www.youtube.com and search for Crash Course History for example 

-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sohXPx_XZ6Y 

● Explore News Through Maps 

● Primary Sources 

○ Docs Teach  

○ http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides 

○ National Archives - teaching with primary documents 

● Owlteacher.com - downloadable whole unit lessons 

● Problem- Attic 

● LIFE photo archives 

● SAS Curriculum Pathways 

● Blendspace 

● Technology for SS teachers 

● Caldwell County Schools Social Studies Page 

 

Possible ELA Integration 

“Dog of Pompeii” 

Mythology 

Aesop’s Fables 

ThinkCerca 

ReadWorks 

Newsela 

Actively Learn 

Tween Tribune 
Channel One News 

Common Lit 

 

Reflections (Lessons that work well.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ssnces.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/
http://nsms6thgradesocialstudies.weebly.com/
http://worldhistoryforusall.sdsu.edu/shared/units.php
http://quatr.us/
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/menu.html
http://www.mrdowling.com/index.html
http://www.socratica.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/timeline_2/
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sohXPx_XZ6Y
https://drive.google.com/a/caldwellschools.com/file/d/0B_mnJ2oXU-JiSlNkaC01UjVSUnc/view?usp=sharing
http://docsteach.org/
http://www.primarysource.org/resources/guides
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
http://www.owlteacher.com/
http://www.problem-attic.com/
http://images.google.com/hosted/life
https://www.sascurriculumpathways.com/portal/
https://www.tes.com/lessons
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2013/01/13-good-resources-for-social-studies.html#.VtcoB_k4G1u
http://www.thinkcerca.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
https://newsela.com/
http://www.activelylearn.com/
http://tweentribune.com/
https://www.channelone.com/
http://commonlit.org/

